(19 



(12 



(43 



(21 
(22 




Europaisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europeen des brevets 







(11) 



EP 1 258 366 A1 



EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 

published in accordance with Art. 158(3) EPC 



Date of publication: 

20.1 1 .2002 Bulletin 2002/47 

Application number: 01272888.7 

Date of filing: 26.12.2001 



(51) IntCI. 7 : B41J 11/42 

(86) International application number: 
PCT/JP01/11501 

(87) International publication number: 

WO 02/053389 (1 1 .07.2002 Gazette 2002/28) 



(84 



(30 
(71 



(72 



Designated Contracting States: 

AT BE CH CY DE DK ES PI FR GB GR IE IT LI LU 

MC NL PT SE TR 

Priority: 27.12.2000 JP 2000397634 

Applicant: SEIKO EPSON CORPORATION 
Shlnjuku-ku, Tokyo 163-0811 (JP) 

Inventors: 

NUNOKAWA, Hirokazu 
Suwa-shi, Nagano 392-8502 (JP) 



• KOSUGI, Yasuhiko 

Moriguchi-shi, Osaka 570-8677 (JP) 

(74) Representative: 

Winter, Brandl, Furniss, Hubner, Ross, Kaiser, 

Polte Partnerschaft 

Patent- und Rechtsanwaltskanzlel 

Alois-Steinecker-Strasse 22 

85354 Freising (DE) 



(54 



PRINTING DEVICE 



(57) An IC memory module 33 for storing paper-re- 
lated information is embedded in a core 31 of a roll paper 
member 30. Acontrol circuit 50 accesses the IC memory 
module 33 embedded in the core 31 of roll paper mem- 
ber 30 via a transmission-reception antenna 202 at a 



timing, for example, when a power source is turned on, 
the roll paper member 30 is replaced, and power source 
is turned off, and acquires the paper-related information. 
The control circuit 50 controls the printing processing by 
taking account of the information acquired from the IC 
memory module 33. 
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Description 

TECHNOLOGY FIELD 

[0001] The present invention relates to roll-shaped s 
printing paper and a printing device for executing print- 
ing processing with respect to the roll-shaped printing 
paper. 

BACKGROUND ART io 

[0002] A feed mode using cut paper that has been cut 
in advance to the prescribed size and a feed mode using 
roll paper obtained by winding paper for printing around 
a core are the main modes for feeding paper for printing is 
in printing devices. The feed mode using roll paper is 
usually employed for feeding comparatively large paper 
requiring a large accommodation space, such as paper 
of A1 size, and the feed mode using cut paper is typically 
employed for feeding comparatively small paper, such 20 
as paper of A4 size. 

[0003] By contrast with the cut paper for which the re- 
maining quantity of paper can be easily visually deter- 
mined, with roll paper, from which the paper is continu- 
ously fed to printing, the remaining quantity of paper is 25 
difficult to determine. Accordingly, a problem associated 
with the roll paper is that when the remaining quantity 
of paper in the roll cannot be accurately controlled, the 
paper of the roll runs out before the printing processing 
of the entire page is completed and printing cannot be 30 
completed. As an example of technology for controlling 
the remaining quantity of roll paper, Japanese Patent 
Application Laid-open No. 10-25046 disclosed a tech- 
nology for storing the remaining quantity of roll paper for 
each roll paper in a memory provided in a separate roll 35 
paper control system. 

[0004] However, the problem is that when the remain- 
ing quantity of roll paper is stored in a device such as 
printer or personal computer, the remaining quantity of 
roll paper cannot be controlled unless a device storing *o 
the remaining quantity of roll paper is used. Further- 
more, if the remaining quantity of roll paper relating to a 
plurality of paper rolls is stored, or if the number of items 
that have to be stored, such as paper type, size, and the 
like, is increased, the required memory capacity is also 45 
increased. The problem is, however, that installing a 
large-capacity memory in the printer increases the cost. 
[0005] Another problem is that the information on the 
remaining quantity of roll paper is used only to control 
the remaining quantity of roll paper and the information so 
on the remaining quantity of roll paper cannot be utilized 
effectively. 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

55 

[0006] The present invention was created to resolve 
the above-described problems, and it is an object of the 
present invention to store or detect paper-related infor- 



mation containing information on the remaining quantity 
of roll paper for printing, independently of the device. 
Another object of the present invention is to execute 
printing processing by using the stored or detected pa- 
per-related information. 

[0007] In order to resolve the above-described prob- 
lems, in accordance with the first aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided a printing device for printing 
to roll paper, which is provided with a memory device for 
rewritably storing information relating to the printing pa- 
per. The printing device in accordance with the first as- 
pect of the present invention comprises a printing con- 
trol device for controlling the paper feed quantity of the 
roll paper for printing by using the information relating 
to the printing paper which is stored in the memory de- 
vice. 

[0008] With the printing device in accordance with the 
first aspect of the present invention the paper feed quan- 
tity control of the roll paper for printing can be executed 
by using the information relating to the printing paper 
which is stored in the memory device. Therefore, the pa- 
per feed quantity control can be executed more appro- 
priately. 

[0009] In the printing device in accordance with the 
first aspect of the present invention, at least one of the 
remaining quantity of roll paper for printing and the type 
of roll paper for printing is stored as the information re- 
lating to the printing paper in the memory device, and 
the printing control device may control the paper feed 
quantity of the roll paper for printing according to at least 
any one of the remaining quantity of roll paper for print- 
ing and the type of roll paperf or printing which are stored 
in the memory device. 

[001 0] With the printing device in accordance with the 
first aspect of the present invention, the paper feed 
quantity control is executed according to at least any 
one of the remaining quantity and type of roil paper for 
printing, which relate to the paper feed quantity control. 
Therefore, paper feed quantity control corresponding to 
the individual state of roll paper for printing can be exe- 
cuted. 

[0011] In the printing device in accordance with the 
first aspect of the present invention, at least the remain- 
ing quantity of roll paper for printing is stored as the in- 
formation relating to the printing paper in the memory 
device, and when the printing control device makes a 
decision that printing processing of the printing data 
quantity which has to be printed cannot be completed 
with the remaining quantity of roll paper for printing 
which is stored, based on the printing data quantity 
which has to be printed and the remaining quantity of 
roll paper for printing stored in the memory device, the 
printing control device interrupts the printing processing 
and informs to this effect. In such a case, it is possible 
to avoid a situation in which printing has to be interrupted 
because the paper has run out during printing. This is 
especially effective in printing to roll paper, in which the 
remaining quantity of paper is difficult to ascertain. In 
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the printing device in accordance with the first aspect of 
the present invention, the printing device may further 
comprise an information input-output device for execut- 
ing, in a non-contact mode, writing and reading of the 
information relating to roll paper for printing with respect 
to the memory device. In such a case, writing and read- 
ing of the information relating to roll paper for printing 
can be executed at any timing. 

[0012] In the printing device in accordance with the 
first aspect of the present invention, the printing device 
may further comprise an information input-output device 
for executing in a contact mode, writing and reading of 
the information relating to roll paper for printing with re- 
spect to the memory device. In such a case, writing and 
reading of the information relating to roll paper for print- 
ing can be executed with higher reliability. 
[0013] In accordance with the second aspect of the 
present invention, there is provided a printing device for 
executing printing with respect to a roll paper member 
provided with a memory device for rewritably storing pa- 
per-related information which relates to roll paper for 
printing. The printing device in accordance with the sec- 
ond aspect of the present invention comprises a holder 
unit for rotatably holding the roll paper member, a print- 
ing device antenna arranged in the holder unit so as to 
be able to transmit and receive signals with respect to 
the memory device at any timing, an information read- 
write unit for executing reading and writing of paper-re- 
lated information with respect to the memory device via 
the printing device antenna, and a printing control unit 
for executing printing processing by using the paper-re- 
lated information that has been read out. 
[001 4] With the printing device in accordance with the 
second aspect of the present invention, transmission 
and reception of signals with respect to the memory de- 
vice of the roll paper member can be executed at any 
timing and printing processing can be executed by using 
the paper-related information which is stored in the 
memory device of the roll paper member. Therefore, the 
printing processing can be executed more appropriate- 
ly. 

[001 5] The printing device in accordance with the sec- 
ond aspect of the present invention may have a config- 
uration in which the roll paper member has hollow por- 
tions at least at both ends thereof, the holder unit com- 
prises a rotary body rotating together with the roll paper 
member and having a mounting end which is mounted 
in the hollow portion of the roll paper member and a sup- 
port end having a round outer peripheral shape, a roll 
paper antenna which is arranged along the outer periph- 
ery of the support end of the rotary body and connected 
to the memory device, and a support body which has a 
round inner peripheral shape and rotatably supports the 
support end of the rotary body, and the printing device 
antenna is arranged along the peripheral direction over 
almost the entire periphery of the support body. 
[001 6] With the printing device in accordance with the 
second aspect of the present invention, the roll paper 



member is held by the rotary body and support body. 
Therefore, the roll paper member can be held regard- 
less of the shape thereof. Furthermore, because the ro- 
tary body is provided with the roll paper antenna con- 

s nected to the memory device of the roll paper member 
and the printing device antenna is arranged in the sup- 
port body along the peripheral direction over almost the 
entire periphery of the inner surface of the rotary body, 
the electric power necessary for the operation of the 

10 memory device of the roll paper member can be con- 
stantly obtained and the transmission and reception of 
signals can be executed at any timing. 
[001 7] The printing device in accordance with the sec- 
ond aspect of the present invention may have a config- 

15 uration in which the roll paper member has hollow por- 
tions at least at both ends thereof, the holder unit com- 
prises a rotary body rotating together with the roll paper 
member and having a mounting end which is mounted 
in the hollow portion of the roll paper member and a sup- 

20 port end having a round inner peripheral shape, a roll 
paper antenna which is arranged along the inner periph- 
ery of the support end of the rotary body and connected 
to the memory device, and a support body which has a 
round outer peripheral shape and rotatably supports the 

25 support end of the rotary body, and the printing device 
antenna is arranged along the peripheral direction over 
almost the entire periphery of the support body. 
[001 8] With the printing device in accordance with the 
second aspect of the present invention, the roll paper 

so member is held by the rotary body and the support body. 
Therefore, the roll paper member can be held regard- 
less of the shape thereof. Furthermore, because the ro- 
tary body is provided with the roll paper antenna con- 
nected to the memory device of the roll paper member 

35 and the printing device antenna is arranged in the sup- 
port body along the peripheral direction over almost the 
entire periphery of the outer surface of the rotary body, 
the electric power necessary for the operation of the 
memory device of the roll paper member can be con- 

40 stantly obtained and the transmission and reception of 
signals can be executed at any timing. 
[001 9] The printing device in accordance with the sec- 
ond aspect of the present invention may have a config- 
uration in which the roll member body has hollow por- 
tions at least at both ends thereof, those hollow portions 
having a round inner peripheral surface and have ar- 
ranged therein in the peripheral direction thereof a roll 
paper antenna connected to the memory device and 
transmitting and receiving radio signals, the holder unit 

50 has a support portion which rotatably supports the hol- 
low portions of the roll paper member and has a cylin- 
drical shape, and the printing device antenna is ar- 
ranged along the peripheral direction over almost the 
entire inner peripheral surface or outer peripheral sur- 

55 face of the support body. 

[0020] With the printing device in accordance with the 
second aspect of the present invention, the roll paper 
antenna connected to the memory device is provided in 
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the hollow portion of the roll paper member and the print- 
ing device antenna is arranged in the support body 
along the peripheral direction over almost the entire in- 
ner peripheral surface or outer peripheral surface there- 
of. Therefore, the electric power necessary for the op- 
eration of the memory device of the roll paper member 
can be constantly obtained and the transmission and re- 
ception of signals can be executed at any timing. 
[0021 ] The printing device in accordance with the sec- 
ond aspect of the present invention may have a config- 
uration in which the roll paper member has hollow por- 
tions at least at both ends thereof, the holder unit com- 
prises a rotary body mounted in the hollow portion of the 
roll paper member and rotating together with the roll pa- 
per member, a support body rotatabfy supporting the ro- 
tary body, and a roll paper antenna arranged in the ro- 
tary body in a position opposite the support body and 
connected to the memory device, wherein the printing 
device antenna has a surface area larger than that of 
the roll paper antenna and is arranged opposite the sup- 
port body. 

[0022] With the printing device in accordance with the 
second aspect of the present invention, the roll paper 
antenna is provided in the rotary body, which rotates to- 
gether with the roll paper member, in a position opposite 
the support body, and the printing device antenna has 
a surface area larger than that of the roll paper antenna 
and is arranged opposite the support body in the holder 
unit. Therefore, the electric power necessary for the op- 
eration of the memory device of the roll paper member 
can be constantly obtained and the transmission and re- 
ception of signals can be executed at any timing. 
[0023] With the third aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided a roll paper member. The roll paper 
member in accordance with the third aspect of the 
present invention comprises a roll paper for printing, a 
memory device for rewritably storing paper-related in- 
formation which relates to the roll paper for printing, and 
a transmission-reception device for transmitting and re- 
ceiving signals which is connected to the memory de- 
vice. 

[0024] With the roll paper member in accordance with 
the third aspect of the present invention, a memory de- 
vice is provided for rewritably storing paper-related in- 
formation which relates to the roll paper for printing. 
Therefore, the roll paper member can be used in a state 
correlated with the paper-related information, independ- 
ently of the device which is being used. 
[0025] In the roll paper member in accordance with 
the third aspect of the present invention, the transmis- 
sion-reception device may be provided with an antenna 
for transmitting and receiving radio signals. In such a 
case, the paper-related information can be transmitted 
to and received from the printing device in a non-contact 
mode. Further, it is not necessary to consider a cover 
when arranging the antenna. Therefore, the degree of 
freedom in arranging the transmission-reception device 
is increased. 
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[0026] The roll paper member in accordance with the 
third aspect of the present invention may further com- 
prise a core having the roll paper for printing wound ther- 
eon, and the antenna may be arranged along the pe- 

5 ripheral direction of the core, or it may further comprise 
a core having a hollow portion with the roll paper for 
printing wound thereon, and the antenna may be ar- 
ranged along the peripheral direction of the outer pe- 
ripheral surface or inner peripheral surface of the core. 

10 in such a case, the transmission and reception of paper- 
related information can be conducted at any timing and 
electric power sufficient for the operation of the trans- 
mission reception circuit can be generated via the an- 
tenna. 

is [0027] The roll paper member in accordance with the 
third aspect of the present invention may further com- 
prise a core having the roll paper for printing wound ther- 
eon and comprising a flange portion covering the end 
surface of the roll paper for printing, and the antenna 

20 may be arranged in the flange portion of the core. In 
such a case, the transmission and reception of paper- 
related information can be conducted at any timing. 
[0028] The roll paper member in accordance with the 
third aspect of the present invention may further com- 

25 prise a housing body containing therein the roll paper 
for printing, wherein the memory device is provided in 
the housing body. In such a case, the above-described 
operation effect can be obtained even with respect to a 
roll paper member which is used while being housed in 

30 the housing body. 

[0029] In the roll paper member in accordance with 
the third aspect of the present invention, the paper-re- 
lated information may include at least any one informa- 
tion from the information on the remaining quantity of 

35 the roll paper for printing, production year, month, and 
date of the roll paper for printing, type of the roll paper 
for printing, and production lot of the roll paper for print- 
ing. 

[0030] With the fourth aspect of the present invention, 

40 there is provided a printing method using a roll paper 
member provided with a memory device for rewritably 
storing paper-related information which relates to the 
roll paper for printing. The printing method in accord- 
ance with the fourth aspect of the present invention com- 

45 prises the steps of: reading the paper-related informa- 
tion which is stored in the memory device and executing 
the printing processing by using the paper-related infor- 
mation that has been read out and controlling the paper 
feed quantity of the roll paper for printing. 

50 [0031] With the printing method in accordance with 
the fourth aspect of the present invention, the operation 
effect can be obtained which is similar to that obtained 
with the printing device of the first aspect of the present 
invention. Furthermore, the printing method in accord- 

55 ance with the fourth aspect of the present invention can 
be implemented in a variety of embodiments, similarly 
to the printing device of the first aspect of the present 
invention. 
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[0032] With the fifth aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided a computer- readable recording medi- 
um for recording a printing control program using a roll 
paper member provided with a memory device for rewri- 
tably storing at least one of the remaining quantity of roll 
paper for printing and the type of roll paper for printing 
as the paper-related information which relates to the roll 
paper for printing. The printing control program stored 
in the computer-readable recording medium in accord- 
ance with the fifth aspect of the present invention, exe- 
cutes with the computer a function of reading the paper- 
related information that is stored in the memory device 
and a function of controlling the paper feed quantity of 
the roll paper for printing to execute the printing process- 
ing by using at least one of the remaining quantity of roll 
paper for printing and the type of roll paper for printing 
of the paper-related information and. 
[0033] With the computer-readable recording medi- 
um in accordance with the fifth aspect of the present in- 
vention, the operation effect can be obtained which is 
similar to. that obtained with the printing device of the 
first aspect of the present invention. Furthermore, the 
computer-readable recording medium in accordance 
with the fifth aspect of the present invention can be im- 
plemented in a variety of embodiments, similarly to the 
printing device of the first aspect of the present inven- 
tion. 

[0034] In accordance with the sixth aspect of the 
present invention, there is provided a roll paper printing 
system. The roll paper printing system in accordance 
with the sixth aspect of the present invention comprises 
a roll paper for printing, a roll paper member comprising 
detection means for detecting the remaining quantity of 
the roll paper for printing, and a printing device provided 
with printing control means for executing the printing 
processing by taking account of the remaining quantity 
of paper that has been detected. 
[0035] With the roll paper printing system in accord- 
ance with the sixth aspect of the present invention , print- 
ing processing corresponding to the remaining quantity 
of roll paper for printing can be executed. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0036] 

FIG. 1 is a schematic view illustrating the external 
configuration of the printing system for roll paper of 
the first embodiment; 

FIG. 2 illustrates the relative positions of transmis- 
sion-reception antenna 202 and IC memory module 
33 in a state in which the roll paper member 30 is 
held by the roll paper member holders 20, 21 ; 
FIG. 3 is a side view in which the configuration 
shown in FIG. 2 is viewed from the side of roll paper 
member holder 20; 

FIG. 4 illustrates schematically the internal config- 
uration of printing system for roll paper of the first 
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embodiment; 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating the internal 
configuration of control circuit of the printing system 
for roll paper of the first embodiment; 

5 FIG. 6 is a flow chart illustrating the printing 

processing which is executed in the color printer CP 
during printing and includes data transmission and 
reception executed between the control circuit 50 
and IC memory module 33; 

10 FIG. 7 is a flow chart illustrating the back tension 
control processing executed by taking account of 
the remaining quantity of paper for printing that was 
acquired from the IC memory module 33; 
FIG. 8 illustrates the external configuration of the 

15 roll paper printing system of the second aspect; 

FIG. 9 illustrates the schematic configuration of the 
roll paper printing system of the third embodiment; 
FIG. 1 0 is a side view of roll paper member used in 
the roll paper printing system of the third embodi- 

20 ment; 

FIG. 11 illustrates an example of another embodi- 
ment of the roll paper member holders 20, 21 ; and 
FIG. 12 illustrates an example of another embodi- 
ment of the roll paper member holders 20, 21 . 

25 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

[0037] The roll paper printing system in accordance 
with the present invention will be described in the below- 
30 described order based on embodiments thereof with ref- 
erence to the appended drawings. 

A. Example of configuration of the roll paper printing 
system of the first embodiment. 
35 B. Operation of the roll paper printing system of the 
first embodiment 

C. Example of configuration of the roll paper printing 
system of the second embodiment. 

D. Example of configuration of the roll paper printing 
40 system of the third embodiment. 

E. Other embodiments of roll paper member. 

F. Other embodiments. 

A. Example of configuration of the roll paper printing 
45 system of the first embodiment 

[0038] The external configuration of the roll paper 
printing system of the first embodiment will be described 
below with reference to FIG. 1. FIG. 1 is a schematic 

so drawing illustrating the external configuration of the roll 
paper printing system of the first embodiment. 
[0039] In the first embodiment, a color printer CP is 
employed as a printing device constituting the roll paper 
printing system. The color printer CP is a printer capable 

55 of outputting color images, for example, an ink-jet printer 
forming images by ejecting color inks of four colors: cyan 
(C), magenta (M), yellow (Y), and black (K), on a printing 
medium such as roll paper and forming a dot pattern. In 
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addition to the above-mentioned four colors of color 
inks, light cyan (LC), light magenta (LM), and dark yel- 
low (DY) may be used. 

[0040] As shown in FIG. 1 , the color printer CP has a 
structure in which printing paper fed from the rear sur- 
face is discharged from the front surface. A control panel 
11 and a paper discharge unit 12 are provided on the 
front surface of a printer body 10, and a paper feed unit 
13 is provided on the rear surface. Control buttons 111 
and display lamp 112 are arranged on the control panel 
1 1 . The paper discharge unit 1 2 is provided with a paper 
discharge tray 121 which closes a paper discharge 
opening when the unit is not used. The paper feed unit 
13 is provided with a paper feed holder 131 for holding 
a cut paper (not shown in the figure) for paper feeding 
and roll paper member holders 20, 21 for holding the roll 
paper member 30 for paper feeding. 
[0041] The roll paper member 30 comprises a core 
31, a roll paper 32 for printing which is wound around 
thecore31 , and an IC memory module 33 arranged over 
% in the peripheral direction of the internal peripheral 
surface of core 31 . The IC memory module 33 is a non- 
contact thin-sheet circuit module comprising a memory 
antenna 331 for radio signal transmission and reception 
and a memory 332 comprising a region where a stored 
data can be freely rewritten and a region where a stored 
data cannot be freely rewritten. The IC memory 332 
stores various types of information relating to the roll pa- 
per for printing, such as information on the remaining 
quantity, type, production lot number, and production 
year, month, and data of roll paper for printing. Among 
those examples of types of information, the information 
on the remaining quantity of roll paper for printing is the 
information that can be rewritten at the prescribed timing 
and is stored in the region that can be freely rewritten. 
Other information is the information which is written dur- 
ing shipping from the production plant and cannot be 
rewritten; this information is stored in the region that 
cannot be freely rewritten. 

[0042] The roll paper member holders 20, 21 are ar- 
ranged so as to form a pair on both sides of the rear 
surface of printer body 1 0. One of the roll paper member 
holders, in the present embodiment the roll paper mem- 
ber holder 20, comprises an electric contact 201 with 
the printer body 10, and a transmission-reception an- 
tenna 202 for receiving data from the IC memory module 
33 (memory antenna 331) of roll paper member 30. In 
FIG. 1 , the roll paper member holders 20, 21 are shown 
in a state in which they have been detached from the 
printer body 1 0 and roll paper member 30 in order to 
illustrate the contact 201 and transmission-reception 
antenna 202 provided in the roll paper member holder 
20. 

[0043] The relative positions of the memory antenna 
331 of roll paper member 30 and transmission-reception 
antenna 202 of roll paper member holder 20 will be ex- 
plained with reference to FIG. 2 and FIG. 3. FIG. 2 illus- 
trates the relative positions of memory antenna 331 in 
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a state in which the roll paper member 30 is held by the 
roll paper member holders 20, 21 , and the transmission- 
reception antenna 202. FIG. 3 is a side view in which 
the configuration shown in FIG. 2 is viewed from the side 

5 of roll paper member holder 20. 

[0044] In the present embodiment, the non-contact IC 
memory module is used as the IC memory module 33 
and no contact is required for data transmission and re- 
ception. Therefore, as shown in FIG. 2 and FIG. 3, the 

10 transmission-reception antenna 202 is arranged along 
the peripheral direction over almost the entire inner pe- 
ripheral surface of a cylindrical roll paper holding mem- 
ber 203 provided in the roll paper member holder 20. 
Further, as described above, the memory antenna 331 

is is arranged over % in the peripheral direction of the in- 
ternal peripheral surface of core 3 1 of roll paper member 
30. The non-contact IC memory module 33 generates 
the necessary electric power by using magnetic field 
formed by an external transmission-reception circuit 

20 (transmission-reception antenna 202). In the present 
embodiment, because the transmission-reception an- 
tenna 202 of roll paper holder 20 is longer than the mem- 
ory antenna 331 of roll paper member 30, the transmis- 
sion-reception antenna 202 is in the nearest-neighbor 

25 relationship with the memory antenna 331 and can con- 
duct transmission and reception of signals at any timing. 
When an IC memory module of a close proximity type 
with a transmission-reception distance of about 2 mm is 
used as the IC memory module 33, data transmission 

30 and reception are executed at a timing of the nearest- 
neighbor relationship of the IC memory module 33 and 
transmission-reception antenna 202. Further, when an 
IC memory module of a proximity type with a transmis- 
sion-reception distance of about 20 cm is used, data 

35 transmission and reception can be executed regardless 
of the relative position of IC memory module 33 and 
transmission-reception antenna 202. It goes without 
saying that a contact-type IC memory can be used as 
the IC memory module 33. In such a case, a contact is 

40 used instead of the transmission-reception antenna 202 
in the roll paper member holder 20, and data transmis- 
sion and reception is executed when the roll paper mem- 
ber 30 rotates and the contact of roll paper member 
holder 20 comes in touch with the contact of IC memory 

45 module. 

[0045] The internal configuration of color printer CP 
will be described below with reference to FIG. 4. FIG. 4 
illustrates schematically the internal configuration of the 
roll paper printing system of the first embodiment. The 

so color printer CP, as shown in the figure, is composed of 
a mechanism for conducting ejection of inks and dot for- 
mation by driving a printing head 40 mounted on a car- 
riage 40, a mechanism for causing reciprocal movement 
of carriage 40 in the axial direction of a platen 42 with a 

55 carriage motor 41 , a mechanism for transporting the roll 
paper 32 for printing, which is supplied from the roll pa- 
per member 30 by a paper feed motor 43, and a control 
circuit 50. The mechanism for causing reciprocal move- 
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ment of carriage 40 in the axial direction of platen 42 is 
composed of a sliding shaft 44 slidably supporting the 
carriage 40 installed parallel to the shaft of platen 42, 
and a pulley 46, with an endless drive belt 45 being 
stretched over the pulley and the carriage motor 41 . 
[0046] The mechanism for transporting the roll paper 
32 for printing, which is supplied from the roll paper 
member 30, is composed of the platen 42, a paper feed 
motor 43 for rotating the platen 42, an auxiliary roller for 
paper feed (not shown in the figure), and a gear mech- 
anism 48 for transferring the rotation of paper feed motor 
43 to an encoder 47 for detecting the rotation angle of 
platen 42 and the auxiliary roller for paper feed. The 
transmission-reception antenna 202 arranged on the 
roll paper holding member 203 of roll paper member 
holder 20 is connected by a wire to the contact 201 ar- 
ranged on the base portion of roll paper member 20. The 
contact 101 of the printer body 10 is arranged opposite 
the contact 201. 

[00471 A control circuit 50 appropriately controls the 
movement of paper feed motor 43, carriage motor 41 , 
and printing head 401 , while exchanging signals with the 
control panel 11 of the printer. The roll paper 32 for print- 
ing of the roll paper member 30 held by the roll paper 
member holders 20, 21 of the color printer CP is set so 
as to be sandwiched between the platen 42 and auxiliary 
roller for paper feed and is fed in the prescribed quantity 
according to the rotation angle of platen 42. 
[0048] An ink cartridge INC1 and ink cartridge INC 2 
are mounted on the carriage 40. Memory elements ME 
that store the remaining quantity of ink are provided in 
the ink cartridges INC1, INC 2. Black (K) ink is contained 
in the ink cartridge INC1 and other inks, that is, inks of 
three colors, cyan (C), magenta (M), and yellow (Y), are 
contained in the ink cartridge INC2. As described above, 
light cyan (LC), light magenta (LM), and dark yellow 
(DY) inks also can be contained. 
[0049] The internal configuration of control circuit 50 
of color printer CP will be described below with refer- 
ence to FIG. 5. FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating the 
internal configuration of control circuit of the roll paper 
printing system of the first embodiment. As shown in the 
figure, a CPU 51 , a PROM 52, a RAM 53, a peripheral 
input-output unit (PIO) 54, a timer 55, and a drive buffer 
56 are provided inside the control circuit 50. A personal 
computer PC, a contact MEC of memory elements ME 
of ink cartridges, the carriage motor 41 , the paper feed 
motor 43, the encoder 47, and the transmission -recep- 
tion antenna 202 (via the contacts 1 01 and 201 ) are con- 
nected to the PIO 54. The drive buffer 56 is used as a 
buffer for supplying on-off signals of dot formation to 
heads IH1 to IH4 for ink ejection. The above-mentioned 
components are connected to each other with a bus 57 
allowing for mutual exchange of data. Further, an oscil- 
lator 58 for outputting a drive waveform at the prescribed 
frequency, and a distributed output device 59 for distrib- 
uting the output from the oscillator 58 to the heads IH1 
to IH4 for ink ejection with the prescribed timing are also 
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provided in the control circuit 50. 
[0050] The control circuit 50 accesses the memory 
332 arranged in the core 31 of roll paper member 30 via 
the transmission-reception antenna 202, for example, 

5 when the power source is turned on and during replace- 
ment of roll paper member 30 and power supply inter- 
ruption. The control circuit 50 controls the printing 
processing by taking account of the information ac- 
quired from the memory 332. The control circuit 50 out- 

10 puts dot data to the drive buffer 56 at the prescribed tim- 
ing, while operating in synchronism with the movement 
of paper feed motor 43 or operating in synchronism with 
the movement of paper feed motor 43 or carriage motor 
42. Access to IC memory module 33 (memory 332) and 

15 printing using the information acquired from the IC mem- 
ory module 33 (memory 332) will be described below in 
greater detail. 

B. Operation of the roll paper printing system of the first 
20 embodiment 

[0051] The operation of the roll paper printing system 
of the first embodiment will be described by using the 
color printer CP with reference to FIG. 6 and FIG. 7. FIG. 

25 6 is a flow chart illustrating the printing processing which 
is executed in the color printer CP during printing and 
includes data transmission and reception executed be- 
tween the control circuit 50 and IC memory module 33. 
FIG. 7 is a flow chart illustrating the back tension control 

30 processing executed by taking account of the remaining 
quantity of paper for printing that was acquired from the 
IC memory module 33. 

[0052] The control circuit 50 makes a decision as to 
whether of not the power ON request has been sent 
35 (step S1 00). Thus, a decision is made as to whether or 
not this is the operation start period of color printer CP. 
If the control circuit 50 makes a decision that power ON 
request has not been sent, it concludes that the color 
printer CP is in the operation mode and makes a deci- 
de sion as to whether or not the request to replace the roll 
paper member 30 has been sent (step S110). The re- 
quest to replace the roll paper member 30 is sent, for 
example, when the roll paper replacement button 111 
on the control panel 11 is pushed down. 
45 [0053] If the control circuit 50 makes a decision that 
the request to replace the roll paper member 30 has 
been sent (step S110 : Yes), it accesses the memory 
332 provided in the core 31 of roll paper member 30 via 
the transmission-reception antenna 202 and memory 
50 antenna 331 and executes reading of paper-related in- 
formation (step S120). When the control circuit 50 
makes a decision that the power ON request has been 
sent (step S100 : Yes), reading of the paper-related in- 
formation from memory 332 is also executed (step 
55 S120). 

[0054] When the control circuit 50 can read the paper- 
related information from the memory 332 (step S130 : 
Yes), the read-out paper-related information is tempo- 
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rarily stored in the RAM 53 (step S140). The control cir- 
cuit 50 acquires the information on the remaining quan- 
tity of paper from the paper-related information that has 
been stored and makes a decision as to whether or not 
the printing data quantity is larger than the remaining 
quantity of paper (step S150). Thus, the quantity of pa- 
per necessary for printing the requested printing data 
quantity is compared with the remaining quantity of pa- 
per. 

[0055] When the control circuit 50 makes a decision 
that the remaining quantity of paper is no less than the 
printing data quantity (step S150 : No), the printing 
processing is executed (step S160). The printing 
processing is executed by the above-described or con- 
ventional processing. The control of paper feed motor 
43 executed during printing processing will be described 
below with reference to FIG. 7. 

[0056] Control circuit 50 acquires the information on 
the remaining quantity of paper from the RAM 53 (step 
S200) and determines the paper feed quantity, that is, 
the drive electric current supplied to the paper feed mo- 
tor 43, based on the acquired information on the remain- 
ing quantity of paper (step S21 0). For example, when 
the remaining quantity of roll paper member 30 (roll pa- 
per 32 for printing) is large, the force unwinding the roll 
paper member 30, that is, the back tension, is high. 
Therefore, a paper feed greater than the requested pa- 
per feed quantity is executed. When the drive electric 
current is determined, a reference table may be provid- 
ed for determining the drive electric current from the re- 
maining quantity of paper, or the drive electric current 
may be calculated from the remaining quantity of paper 
by using the relationship between the remaining quan- 
tity of paper and drive electric current. Furthermore, in- 
formation relating to paper type may be read instead of 
or together with the information on the remaining quan- 
tity of paper, and the paper feed quantity may be further 
increased in the case of paper with good sliding proper- 
ties. 

[0057] The control circuit 50 supplies the drive electric 
current to the paper feed motor 43 and causes the ro- 
tation of the paper feed motor 43 through a rotation an- 
gle corresponding to the paper feed quantity that has 
been determined (step S220). The control circuit 50 ac- 
quires the actual rotation angle from the encoder 47 
(step S230), generates the information on the remaining 
quantity of paper based on the paper feed quantity that 
has been acquired (step 240), stores it in the RAM 53 
and returns to the flow chart shown in FIG. 6. 
[0058] The explanation will be again continued with 
reference to FIG. 6. If the control circuit 50 waits for the 
end of printing (step S170 : No) and decides that the 
printing has been ended (step S170 : Yes), it acquires 
the information on the remaining quantity of paper from 
the RAM53 (step S1 80). The control circuit 50 accesses 
the IC memory module 33 of roll paper member 30 via 
the transmission-reception antenna 202 and memory 
antenna 331, writes the information on the remaining 
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quantity of paper into the memory 332 (step S1 90), and 
ends the present processing routine. 
[0059] Further, if the control circuit 50 decides in step 
S1 10 that the request to replace the roll paper member 

5 30 has not been sent (step S110 : No), it reads the re- 
newed information on the remaining quantity of paper 
from the memory 332 (step S192), and executes the 
processing of step S1 50. Furthermore, if the control cir- 
cuit decides in step S130 that the paper-related infor- 

10 mation cannot be read from the memory 332 (step 
S130 : No), it informs about the appearance of reading 
abnormality via a graphical user interface (GUI) dis- 
played on the display of computer PC or via the display 
lamp 112 on the control panel 11 (step S194) and ends 

15 the present processing routine. 

[0060] Furthermore, when the requested printing data 
quantity in step S150 is larger than the remaining quan- 
tity of paper (step S150 : Yes), the control panel 50 in- 
forms via the GUI or display lamp 1 1 2 on the control pan- 

20 el 11 that printing cannot be completed correctly (step 
S196), and ends the present processing routine. 
[0061] As described above, with the roll paper printing 
system of the first embodiment, because the roll paper 
member 30 is provided with the IC memory module 33 

25 which stores the paper-related information, printing 
processing reflecting the paper-related information can 
be executed during printing. When the information on 
the remaining quantity of paper is used as the paper- 
related information, the paper feed motor 43 is control- 

30 led according to the remaining quantity of paper and the 
paper feed quantity of roll paper 32 for printing is adjust- 
ed, thereby making it possible to execute the requested 
paper feed quantity even if the back tension is generat- 
ed. Furthermore, the requested printing data quantity is 

35 compared with the remaining quantity of paper prior to 
printing processing, and when the printing data quantity 
is larger than the remaining quantity of paper, the print- 
ing processing is interrupted to prevent paper from rup- 
ture during printing. 

40 [0062] Further, since paper-related information is 
stored in the roll paper member 30, the advantage is 
that one roll paper can be used at the same time in a 
plurality of color printers CP and that no other device is 
required to control the remaining quantity of roll paper. 

45 Moreover, since the paper-related information is control- 
led in roll paper member 30 units, the necessary mem- 
ory resources can be reduced and the cost of the roll 
paper printing system can be decreased by comparison 
with the case of centralized control. 

so [0063] Further, because the IC memory module 33 is 
rewritable, the used core 31 can be recovered, the roll 
paper 32 for printing can be again wound thereon, and 
various information relating to the roll paper for printing, 
such as information on the remaining quantity, type, pro- 

55 duction lot number, and production year, month, and da- 
ta of roll paper for printing can be rewritten. Therefore, 
the core 31 can be effectively recycled. 
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C. Example of the configuration of the roll paper printing 
system of the second embodiment 

[0064] An example of the configuration of the roll pa- 
per printing system of the second embodiment will be 
described with reference to FIG. 8. FIG. 8 illustrates the 
external configuration of the roll paper printing system 
of the second aspect. Among the structural elements of 
the roll paper printing system of the second aspect, 
those structural elements that are identical to the struc- 
tural elements of the roll paper printing system of the 
first embodiment are assigned with the same reference 
symbols and the explanation thereof is omitted. 
[0065] In the roll paper printing system of the second 
aspect, a color printer PC2 is used as the printing de- 
vice. In the color printer PC2, the roll paper member 30 
is held with respect to the printer body with a roll paper 
support shaft 200 and a roll paper member holder 201 
rotatably holding the roll paper support shaft 200. 
[0066] A contact-type memory element 35 is provided 
in the core 32 of roll paper member 30, and a contact 
205 corresponding to the memory element 45 is provid- 
ed in the roll paper support shaft 200. For example, an 
EEPROM can be used as the memory element 35. A 
transmission-reception circuit 210 and a power source 
(not shown in the figures) are enclosed inside the shaft 
of roll paper support shaft 200. The transmission-recep- 
tion circuit 210 executes writing of paper-related infor- 
mation to the memory element 35 and reading the infor- 
mation therefrom, transmits the paper-related informa- 
tion that has been read out to the printer body 10, and 
receives the writing information from the printer body 1 0. 
In the printer body 1 0, there is provided a transmission- 
reception circuit 120 for transmitting radio signals to the 
transmission-reception circuit 21 0 located inside the roll 
paper support shaft 23 and receiving radio signals there- 
from. 

[0067] In the present embodiment, the transmission- 
reception circuit 21 0 reads from the memory element 35 
and writes thereinto every time the roll paper member 
30 rotates and the contact 205 of roll paper support shaft 
200 is brought into contact with the memory element 35 
of roll paper member 30. The transmission-reception cir- 
cuit 21 0 transmits the paper-related information that has 
been read from the memory element 35 to the printer 
body 1 0 or receives the paper-related information which 
is to be written from the printer body, in response to a 
request from the transmission-reception circuit 120 of 
printer body 10. 

[0068] With the roll paper printing system of the sec- 
ond embodiment, the effect similar to that of the roll pa- 
per printing system of the first embodiment can be ob- 
tained. 

D . Example of the configuration of the roll paper printing 
system of the third embodiment 

[0069] An example of the configuration of the roll pa- 
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per printing system of the third embodiment will be de- 
scribed with reference to FIGS. 9 and 10. FIG. 9 illus- 
trates the schematic configuration of the roll paper print- 
ing system of the third aspect. FIG. 10 is a side view of 

5 roll paper member used in the roll paper printing system 
of the third embodiment. Among the structural elements 
of the roll paper printing system of the third aspect, those 
structural elements that are identical to the structural el- 
ements of the roll paper printing system of the first em- 

10 bodiment are assigned with the same reference sym- 
bols and the explanation thereof is omitted. 
[0070] In the first and second embodiments, the roll 
paper member 30 was used in which the roll paper 32 
for printing was wound around the core 31 . However, in 

15 the third embodiment, as shown in FIG. 9 and FIG. 10, 
a roll paper member 300 is used in which a roll paper 
321 for printing having no core 31 is enclosed in the case 
36. When such a configuration is provided, the roll paper 
321 for printing is supported by the inner wall of case 

20 36, and the memory device such as the IC memory mod- 
ule 33 and memory element 35 is provided in the case 
36. 

[0071] The advantage of such a configuration is that 
because the roll paper 321 for printing is supported by 

25 the inner wall of case 36, when the roll paper 321 for 
printing is fed, the roll paper 321 for printing cannot be 
fed obliquely with respect to the platen 42. Furthermore, 
when the roll paper 321 for printing is consumed it is 
replaced together with the case 36. 

30 [0072] With the roll paper printing system of the third 
embodiment, in addition to the above-described advan- 
tages, the effect similar to that of the roll paper printing 
system of the first embodiment can be obtained. 

35 E. Other embodiments of the roll paper member holders 
20, 21 

[0073] Other embodiments of the roll paper member 
holders 20, 21 will be described below with reference to 
40 FIG. 11 and FIG. 12. FIG. 11 illustrates an example of 
another embodiment of the roll paper member holders 
20, 21. FIG. 12 illustrates an example of another em- 
bodiment of the roll paper member holders 20, 21 . The 
below-described configuration may be provided with 
45 any one of the roll paper member holders 20, 21 . There- 
fore, the explanation below will be conducted by taking 
the roll paper member holder 20 as an example. 
[0074] In the example shown in FIG. 1 1 , the roll paper 
member holder 20 comprises a rotary body 25 mounted 
50 on the roll paper member 30 and rotating together with 
the roll paper member 30 and a support body 26 holding 
the rotary body 25 so that it is free to rotate. In FIG. 11, 
a front view and a side view of rotary body 25 and a front 
view and a side view of support body 26 are presented. 
55 of the end portions of rotary body 25, the mounting end 
251 which is mounted on the hollow part of roll paper 
member 30 has, for example, a square columnar shape, 
and the support end 252 supported by the support body 
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26 has a round columnar shape. On the mounting end 

251 , there is provided a connection portion 253 for form- 
ing an electric connection with a memory (not shown in 
the figure) mounted on the roll paper member 30. A 
memory antenna 331 is arranged along the peripheral 5 
direction on the outer periphery of support end 252. An 

IC memory module is composed of the memory mount- 
ed on the roll paper member 30 and the memory anten- 
na 331. 

[0075] The support body 26 has a cylindrical shape 10 
having one side thereof closed with a lid. The transmis- 
sion-reception antenna 202 is arranged inside the cylin- 
drical portion along the peripheral direction over almost 
the entire perimeter thereof. 

[0076] In the example shown in FIG. 12, of the end 1$ 
portions of rotary body 25, the mounting end 251 which 
is mounted on the hollow part of roll paper member 30 
has, for example, a square columnar shape, and the 
support end 252 supported by the support body 26 has 
a cylindrical shape. In FIG. 12, too, a front view and a 20 
side view of rotary body 25 and a front view and a side 
view of support body 26 are presented. On the mounting 
end 251 , there is provided a connection portion 253 for 
forming an electric connection with a memory (not 
shown in the figure) mounted on the roll paper member 25 
30. A memory antenna 331 is arranged along the pe- 
ripheral direction on the inner periphery of support end 

252. An IC memory module is composed of the memory 
mounted on the roll paper member 30 and the memory 
antenna 331 . so 
[0077] The support body 26 has a cylindrical shape 

or a round columnar shape, and the transmission-recep- 
tion antenna 202 is arranged along the peripheral direc- 
tion over almost the entire perimeter on the outer side 
of the cylindrical or round columnar portion. 35 
[0078] With the above-described two embodiments, 
the roll paper member 30 is contained in the roll paper 
member holder 20 and the printing processing can be 
executed, regardless of the shape of the hollow portion 
of core 31 of roll paper member 30. Furthermore, the *o 
roll paper member 30 may be provided with a memory 
and it is not necessary to provide the memory antenna 
331 . Therefore, the cost of roll paper member 30 can be 
reduced and the memory arrangement position can be 
freely determined without considering relative positions *s 
of the memory and transmission-reception antenna 202. 
[0079] Further, the memory antenna 331 may be ar- 
ranged in a position (plane) opposite the support body 
26 in the rotary body 25, and the transmission-reception 
antenna 202 having an arrangement surface area wider so 
than the arrangement surface area of the memory an- 
tenna 331 may be arranged in a plane opposite the ro- 
tary member 25 in the support body 26. The same effect 
can be obtained in all of those cases. 

55 

F. Other embodiments 

[0080] In addition to the above-described printing 
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processing, the printing processing reflecting the paper- 
related information also includes the following printing 
processing. 

(1) Of the paper-related information, paper type in- 
formation and roll paper size information can be 
used, and when the paper type and printing paper 
size which have been set in the GUI displayed on 
the display of computer PC are different from the 
paper type and printing paper size that have been 
acquired, a report can be made via the GUI to the 
effect that the setting on the GUI is inappropriate. 

(2) Paper-related information may be read out and 
optimum printing settings may be automatically set 
in the roll paper member 30 that has been installed. 
In such a case, printing processing with respect to 
the roll paper member 30 that has been installed 
can be executed under optimum printing conditions, 
without setting the printing conditions via the GUI 
on the display of computer PC. 

(3) Of the paper-related information, the production 
year, month, and date may be read and a decision 
may be made as to whether or not it is within the 
warranty period. In such a case, the user can be 
informed in advance about the degradation of print- 
ing quality due to changes in the service life of the 
roll paper member 30. The user can use the roll pa- 
per member 30, about which he has been informed, 
for example, for proof printing. 

(4) Of the paper-related information, paper thick- 
ness may be used and the platen gap may be au- 
tomatically adjusted. In such a case, the appropri- 
ate platen gap can be set for each roll paper mem- 
ber 30 and the appropriate paper feed can be im- 
plemented. 

(5) Information on the resistance of roll paper to am- 
bient conditions may be stored as the paper-related 
information, and moisture and temperature sensors 
may be provided in the printer body 10. In such a 
case, the user may be informed when the measured 
temperature and moisture are not within the printing 
conditions that can guarantee the appropriate print- 
ing results for the installed roll paper. 

(6) A production lot number may be used as the pa- 
per-related information and color correction may be 
executed which reflects the characteristics of roll 
paper presented for each lot. Characteristics (paper 
type) of roll paper sometimes vary significantly be- 
tween the production lots. In such a case, spread 
of printing results between the production lots can 
be reduced in advance by executing color correc- 
tion that takes account of the characteristics of roll 
paper which is being used. 

(7) Paper feed sequence may be stored as the pa- 
per-related information and the paper feed control 
may be executed which is based on the paper feed 
sequence stored for each roll paper. In such a case, 
paper feed control taking account of the roll paper 
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type can be executed and more appropriate printing 
results can be obtained. 

[0081] The roll paper printing system in accordance 
with the present invention has been explained above 
based on several embodiments, but the above-de- 
scribed preferred embodiments of the present invention 
are used merely to facilitate the understanding of the 
present invention and they place no limitation on the 
present invention. The present invention can be 
changed or modified without departing from the essence 
thereof and the scope of the claims, and it goes without 
saying that the present invention also includes the 
equivalents thereof. 

[0082] For example, in the first and second embodi- 
ments, the printing system for roll paper in accordance 
with the present invention was explained by employing 
color printers CP, CP2 which can use both the cut paper 
and the roll paper member 30. However, it goes without 
saying that the printing system for roll paper in accord- 
ance with the present invention is also applicable to 
printers designed specifically for roll paper. 
[0083] In the second embodiment, the transmission- 
reception circuit 21 0 was provided inside the roll paper 
support shaft 23 to transmit paper-related information to 
the printer body 10 and receive it therefrom. However, 
a configuration may be used in which the transmission- 
reception circuit 120 is provided only in the printer body 
10, a non-contact IC memory module 33 is provided in 
the roll paper member 30, and the IC memory module 
33 is directly accessed from the printer body 1 0. In such 
a case, the additional configuration necessary for read- 
ing and writing the paper-related information to and from 
the memory provided in the roll paper member 30 can 
be held to a minimum additional configuration and cost 
can be reduced. 

[0084] In the above-described embodiment, printing 
conditions in the color printer CP, CP2 were set via the 
personal computer PC, but setting of printing conditions 
may be also executed only in the color printer CP, CP2. 
Furthermore, a configuration may be also used in which 
an application (driver) for using the paper-related infor- 
mation is stored in the IC memory module 33 or memory 
element 35 and when the roll paper member 30 is used 
for the first time, the application is installed in the per- 
sonal computer PC or color printer CP, CP2. In such a 
case, printing processing that reflects the paper-related 
information stored in the IC memory module 33 or mem- 
ory element 35 can be executed, regardless of whether 
or not the necessary application has been installed in 
advance in a personal computer PC or the like. 
[0085] In the above-described embodiments, color 
printers CP, CP2 have been used as printing devices. 
However, no specific limitation is placed on the printing 
device, provided that it can conduct printing to roll paper. 
For example, the present invention may be applied to 
monochromatic printers, laser printers, fax machines, 
and the like. 
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[0086] In the above-described embodiments, the pa- 
per feed quantity was determined based on the rotation 
angle of the paper feed motor 43 (platen 42), which is 
detected by the encoder 47. However, detection wires 

5 may be printed per each unit length (for example, 1 mm) 
on the rear surface edge of the roll paper 32 for printing 
of the roll paper member 30, the number of detection 
wires that have passed may be detected with an optical 
reading sensor, and the paper feed quantity may be 

10 computed based on the detected number of wires that 
have passed. 

[0087] In the above-described embodiments, the pa- 
per feed quantity was determined based on the rotation 
angle of the paper feed motor 43 (platen 42), which is 

'5 detected by the encoder 47. However, the paper feed 
quantity may be also computed based on the paperfeed 
quantity signal transmitted from the personal computer 
PC to the color printers CP, CP2. 
[0088] In the above-described embodiments, the re- 

20 maining quantity of paper was stored in the IC memory 
module 33 or memory element 35. However, the used 
quantity of paper may be stored instead of the remaining 
quantity of paper. In such a case, the operation effect 
can be obtained which is similar to that obtained when 

25 the remaining quantity of paper was used. 

[0089] In the above-described embodiments, the 
case was explained in which paper-related information 
was stored in the IC memory module 33. However, for 
example, a weight sensor WS may be provided in the 

30 case 36 and the remaining quantity (used quantity) of 
roll paper 321 for printing may be detected based on the 
weight detected by the weight sensor WS. Alternatively, 
a position sensor PS for linearly detecting the height 
(thickness) of roll paper 321 for printing may be provided 

35 on the side wall of case 36 and the remaining quantity 
(used quantity) of roll paper 321 for printing may be de- 
tected based on the height of the roll paper 321 for print- 
ing that has been detected with the position sensor PC. 
The conventional sensors can be used as the weight 
sensor and position sensor. 

[0090] When the core 31 of roll paper member 30 has 
a flange portion covering the end surface of roll paper 
member 30, the memory antenna 331 may be arranged 
in the flange portion of core 31 . 

45 

Claims 

1. A printing device for printing to roll paper, which is 
50 provided with a memory device for rewritably stor- 
ing information relating to the printing paper, said 
printing device comprising: 

a printing control device for controlling the pa- 
ss per feed quantity of said roll paper for printing 
by using the information relating to the printing 
paper that is stored in said memory device. 
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2. A printing device according to claim 1 , wherein 

at least one of the remaining quantity of roll 
paper for printing and the type of roll paper for print- 
ing is stored as said information relating to the print- 
ing paper in said memory device; and 

said printing control device controls the paper 
feed quantity of said roll paper for printing according 
to at least any one of said remaining quantity of roll 
paperfor printing and said type of roll paperfor print- 
ing stored in said memory device. 

3. A printing device according to claim 1 , wherein 

at least the remaining quantity of roll paper for 
printing is stored as said information relating to the 
printing paper in said memory device; and 

when said printing control device makes a de- 
cision that the printing processing of printing data 
quantity to be printed cannot be completed with said 
remaining quantity of roll paper for printing, which 
is stored, based on said printing data quantity which 
has to be printed and said remaining quantity of roll 
paper for printing stored in said memory device, 
said printing control device interrupts the printing 
processing and informs to this effect. 

4. A printing device according to any claim from claims 
1 to 3, further comprising: 

an information input-output device for execut- 
ing in a non-contact mode writing and reading 
of said information relating to roll paper for 
printing with respect to said memory device. 

5. A printing device according to any claim from claims 
1 to 3, further comprising: 

an information input-output device for execut- 
ing in a contact mode writing and reading of 
said information relating to roll paper for print- 
ing with respect to said memory device. 

6. A printing device for executing printing with respect 
to a roll paper member and provided with a memory 
device for rewritably storing paper-related informa- 
tion which relates to roll paperfor printing, said print- 
ing device comprising: 

a holder unit for rotatably holding said roll paper 
member; 

a printing device antenna arranged in said hold- 
er unit so as to be able to transmit and receive 
signals with respect to said memory device at 
any timing; 

an information read-write unit for executing 
reading and writing of said paper-related infor- 
mation with respect to said memory device via 
said printing device antenna; and 
a printing control unit for executing printing 
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processing by using said paper-related infor- 
mation that has been read out. 

7. A printing device according to claim 6, wherein said 
s roll paper member has hollow portions at least at 

both ends thereof, and said holder unit comprises: 

a rotary body rotating together with said roll pa- 
per member and having a mounting end which 
10 is mounted in the hollow portion of said roll pa- 

per member and a support end having a round 
outer peripheral shape; 
a roll paper antenna which is arranged along 
the outer periphery of the support end of said 
15 rotary body and connected to said memory de- 

vice; and 

a support body which has a round inner periph- 
eral shape and rotatabty supports said support 
end of said rotary body; and 
20 wherein said printing device antenna is ar- 

ranged along the peripheral direction over al- 
most the entire periphery of said support body. 

8. A printing device according to claim 6, wherein said 
25 roll paper member has hollow portions at least at 

both ends thereof, and said holder unit comprises: 

a rotary body rotating together with said roll pa- 
per member and having a mounting end which 
30 is mounted in the hollow portion of said roll pa- 

per member and a support end having a round 
inner peripheral shape; 

a roll paper antenna which is arranged along 
the inner periphery of the support end of said 
35 rotary body and connected to said memory de- 

vice; and 

a support body which has a round outer periph- 
eral shape and rotatably supports said support 
end of said rotary body; and 
40 wherein said printing device antenna is ar- 

ranged along the peripheral direction over al- 
most the entire periphery of said support body. 

9. A printing device according to claim 6, wherein 

45 said roll member body has hollow portions at 

least at both ends thereof, those hollow portions 
having a round inner peripheral surface and have 
arranged therein in the peripheral direction thereof 
a roll paper antenna connected to said memory de- 

50 vice and transmitting and receiving radio signals; 

said holder unit has a support portion which 
rotatably supports the hollow portions of said roll pa- 
per member and has a cylindrical shape; and 

said printing device antenna is arranged 

55 along the peripheral direction over almost the entire 
inner peripheral surface or outer peripheral surface 
of said support body. 
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10. A printing device according to claim 6, wherein said 
roll paper member has hollow portions at least at 
both ends thereof, 

and said holder unit comprises: 

a rotary body mounted in the hollow portion of 
said roll paper member and rotating together 
with said roll paper member; 
a support body rotatably supporting said rotary 
body; and 

a roll paper antenna arranged in said rotary 
body in a position opposite said support body 
and connected to said memory device; and 
wherein said printing device antenna has a sur- 
face area larger than that of said roll paper an- 
tenna and is arranged opposite said support 
body. 

11. A roll paper member comprising: 

a roll paper for printing; 

a memory device for rewritably storing paper- 
related information which relates to said roll pa- 
per for printing; and 

a transmission-reception device for transmit- 
ting and receiving signals which is connected 
to said memory device. 

12. A roll paper member according to claim 1 1 , wherein 
said transmission-reception device comprises an 
antenna fortransmitting and receiving radio signals. 

13. A roll paper member according to claim 12, further 
comprising: 

a core having said roll paperfor printing wound 
thereon, and wherein said antenna is arranged 
along the peripheral direction of said core. 

14. A roll paper member according to claim 12, further 
comprising: 

a core having a hollow portion with said roll pa- 
per for printing wound thereon, and wherein 
said antenna is arranged along the peripheral 
direction of the outer peripheral surface or inner 
peripheral surface of said core. 

15. A roll paper member according to claim 12, further 
comprising: 

a core having said roll paper for printing wound 
thereon and comprising a flange portion cover- 
ing the end surface of said roll paper for print- 
ing, and wherein said antenna is arranged in 
the flange portion of said core. 

16. A roll paper member according to claim 12, further 
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comprising: 

a housing body containing therein said roll pa- 
per for printing, and wherein said memory de- 
5 vice is provided in said housing body. 

17. A roll paper member according to any claim from 
claims 12 to 16, wherein said paper-related infor- 
mation includes at least any one information from 

10 the information on the remaining quantity of said roll 
paperfor printing, production year, month, and date 
of said roll paper for printing, type of said roll paper 
for printing, and production lot of said roll paper for 
printing. 

15 

18. A printing method using a roll paper member pro- 
vided with a memory device for rewritably storing 
paper-related information which relates to roll paper 
for printing, said printing method comprising: 

20 

reading the paper-related information which is 
stored in said memory device; and 
executing the printing processing by using said 
paper-related information that has been read 
25 out and controlling the paper feed quantity of 

said roll paper for printing. 

19. A printing method according to claim 18, wherein 

at least one of the remaining quantity of roll 
30 paper for printing and the type of roll paper for print- 
ing is stored as the information relating to the print- 
ing paper in said memory device; and 

said paper feed control of roll paper for print- 
ing is executed according to at least any one of said 
35 remaining quantity of roll paperfor printing and said 
type of roll paper for printing stored in said memory 
device. 

20. A computer-readable medium for recording a print- 
40 jng control program using a roll paper member pro- 
vided with a memory device for rewritably storing at 
least one of the remaining quantity of roll paper for 
printing and the type of roll paper for printing as the 
paper-related information which relates to the roll 

45 paperfor printing, wherein said printing control pro- 
gram executes with the computer the functions of: 

reading the paper-related information which is 
stored in said memory device; and 

so controlling the paper feed quantity of said roll 

paper for printing to execute the printing 
processing by using at least one of the remain- 
ing quantity of roll paper for printing and the 
type of roll paperfor printing of the paper-relat- 

55 ed information and. 

21 . A roll paper printing system comprising: 
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a roll paper for printing; 
a roll paper member comprising detection 
means for detecting the remaining quantity of 
said roll paper for printing; and 
a printing device provided with printing control s 
means for executing the printing processing by 
taking account of said remaining quantity of pa- 
per that has been detected. 
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